
                           
 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, May 1st at 6:00 pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center  

 
 

Beautiful blooms bursting open, burgeoning buds, backyards bedecked by bonanzas of 

brilliant blossoms….  It must “B” spring!  We certainly saw massive enthusiasm for new 

plants at Festival Des Fleurs, despite the thunderstorms that passed through.  And our 

new bloom tree got lots of oohs and aahs. 

The hands-on practice with Buddy’s blooms at our last meeting seemed to be a great 

time for all.  Building on that experience, I am excited to announce that the majority of 

our May meeting will be a Mini Show!  Bring as many blooms as you would like to enter.  

Each of us will get experience judging, and there will be prizes for the winners.  Since 

we meet in the evening, you may want to test your refrigeration skills on buds that look 

like they will open on Monday or on Tuesday morning of our meeting. 

In between the entering of blooms at the beginning of our meeting and judging/prizes at 

the end of our meeting, Connie will add the finishing touches to our show plans for 

Sunday, May 20th. 

I’ll see you on May 1st!  MBAC President, Ryan Perry 
 

 
 

2019 Hibiscus Calendar Contest 
 

Our Bloom Photo Contest continued in April 
with Sandy Scheuermann with Almost 
Heaven and Francis Rush with Cajun 
Maiden getting the winning votes.  
Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the March 
meeting or email to Buddy for entry.  Each 
member can enter two photos in the 
monthly contests. They do not have to be 
recent photos, but must be blooms you 

have grown.   
Reminder!  Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy (buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible. 

Mike Bernard Acadiana Chapter 

American Hibiscus Society 
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Our chapter presented an educational 
seminar at All Seasons Nursery on 
Saturday, April 21st entitled “Hibiscus 
101”.  It was well attended and well 
received.  Thanks to the members who 
made presentations and to those there 
to mingle and answer questions.  Several 
of the attendees showed great interest in 
joining our chapter. Watch for notice of 
upcoming seminars and plan to attend 
as we fulfill one of the objectives of the 
AHS “to educate the public”. 

 
 
 

FESTIVAL DES FLEURS DE LOUISIANE 
 

What can one say about Festival des Fleurs this year except Wow! What a 
day!  It began shrouded in severe thunderstorms, then the sun peeked out 
and the people poured through the doors.  Thanks to all of the members who 
came out and worked so hard to make the day a success.  Our new hibiscus 
tree certainly drew the people to our booth where they were met with an 
outstanding array of plants.   The plant and fertilizer sales were great and we 
welcomed two new members.  This may well be our most successful festival 
to date and such a great opportunity to promote our show! 

 

    

Gloria Mikulenka 
Inez Barras 

Martha Dousay 

Sandra Theall 
Sheila Smoak 
Darrell Smith 



     
 

      
For those that missed out on the fun, get ready for the big one,  

our Show and Sale on May 20th! 

 
 

 

MBAC Hibiscus Show & Sale 

Show Setup - Saturday, May 19th at 
8:00am until complete (usually around 1:00pm) 

 

Show & Sale – Sunday, May 20th 

8:00am until truck is loaded at the end of the 
day 

 

Volunteers Needed!!  Food Needed!! 
 

Contact Connie Chauvin to sign up 
337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

 

mailto:sweetie4559@gmail.com


 

Welcome to New MBAC Members! 
Donna Taylor 
Emily Kean 
Leslie Leonpacher 

 

 

 

 

MBAC 2018 Dues Renewal 

Your renewal dues for the year 2018 are now due. Renewal for Full Members is 

$35 and Associate Members $10. Checks should be made out to MBAC and can be 

mailed to me at Buddy Short, 312 Vennard Ave., Lafayette, LA 70501. If you 

prefer to hand me a check or cash, I will also collect dues at our upcoming May 1st 

meeting as well as our show and sale on May 20th. Please respond according to one 

of those options as National Dues and updated rosters must be submitted the 1st 

week of June each year.  Thanks to everyone for your timely response……Buddy 

Upcoming Events 
 

MBAC Meeting      May 1, 2018 
Red Stick Hibiscus Show    May 6, 2018 
Lone Star Hibiscus Show    May 12, 2018 
MBAC Show Set up     May 19, 2018 
MBAC Hibiscus Show     May 20, 2018 
Lone Star II Hibiscus Show    June 3, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      June 5, 2018 

AHS National Convention - Ft. Myers, Florida 
June 21-24, 2018 

MBAC Meeting      July 3, 2018 
MBAC New Member Barbecue   Date to be Announced 
MBAC Meeting      September 4, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      October 2, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      November 6, 2018 

 



Name That Bloom 
 

Can you name these blooms????  Make a list of the blooms and bring it to the meeting.  We 

will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There will be a 

drawing if there are multiple winners.  Don’t miss out on the fun! 

A little change up this month – how many can you get right? 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Tucker Plaisance, our April winner!! 
 

                
Kali’s Volcano, Love’s Delight, Eye of the Dragon, Painted Sky, Cajun Affair, Cheeky Maiden 
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Buddy’s Blooms and Things 

 

The hibiscus year has officially begun with the first show and sale of one of the Louisiana 

hibiscus chapters. Yesterday, Sunday April 22, the New Orleans chapter invited us to 

participate in their show and those of us who attended were not disappointed. After the 

blooms were judged, over 450 blooms were on display for the buying public. That alone 

made me reminisce about the first show I attended. That was a great memory for me and 

was my first glimpse at the true beauty of the tropical hibiscus world. I was lucky to have 

attended that first show. Wow, that was 17 years ago.  A lot has gone on in those 17 years 

and after all those years I actually feel like I finally know what I’m doing. Trust me when 

I tell you, I have killed a lot of plants during my learning years. I still do but just not as 

many. 

Just this past Saturday All Seasons Nursery here in Lafayette invited our chapter to come 

to the nursery and put on a presentation for those that were interested. We had 8 people in 

attendance and when the presentation was finished I think we each walked away feeling 

like we had made some new hibiscus friends. It was truly a fun time. 

The Baton Rouge chapter is next up for the Louisiana shows. Their show is Sunday May 

6
th

. Why don’t you join some of us and make plans to attend? And better yet, why don’t 

you snip a bloom or two and make a few entries? You’ll never learn the process if you 

never take that first step. Then by the time our show arrives on Sunday May 20
th

 you’ll 

already be a veteran and be in the hunt for a few gold ribbons.  

Connie Chauvin is this year’s show chairman and is asking each of you to give us a hand. 

How about looking over the volunteer list and see if you can help on Set up Saturday or 

on the Sunday of our show? Who knows you may want to join some of us and volunteer 

for both days. What better way is there to support your club and get to know better some 

of our special members?  

Tuesday May 1
st
 is our next important chapter meeting. We’ll be talking mostly about our 

upcoming show and how you can help. Have you already volunteered? Have you 

committed to providing a special food item of your choice? Will you do your best to 

promote our show as often as you possibly can? Your chapter needs your help. Join us 

Tuesday night and find out how you can help. See you Tuesday night……….Buddy 

 



 

For your viewing pleasure….. 
      A few of the Head Table Winners at the NOLA Hibiscus Show 
 

       
 

             
 

                 
 

         
 



 
AHS National Convention 

June 21st to June 24th, 2018 
Embassy Suites Hotel -  Ft. Myers/Estero, FL 

10450 Corkscrew Commons Drive 

(239) 949-4222 

 

HOTEL RATE 
Double - $119 per night 

King - $119 per night 
BREAKFAST IS INCLUDED 

Call 225-924-6566 to make reservations. 
Identify yourself as a member of the American Hibiscus Society. 

Deadline for reservations is June 6, 2018.  Rooms will be released by the hotel on June 7 
 

REGISTRATION COSTS 

Registration $30 

Registration after June 13 - $40 

Saturday Night Banquet - $30 

Payable by check, PayPal, or credit card to:  
AHS Treasurer, PO Box 1580, Venice, FL 34284-1580 

 

 



Show Promotion for Sunday May 20st 

  

From now until show day Sunday May 20st I’ll be thinking about ideas to promote 

our show and sale. If we all do the same then our show will once again be a 

smashing success. Here’s a reminder that in 2016 we set an all time Louisiana 

record for blooms displayed. An astounding 791!!!!! Can we do it again???  

  

In spite of our forecast last year of 90 % rain and possible hail our show sales were 

magnificent so the pressure is on to at least repeat those sales numbers. Let’s all 

accept the challenge to make this year’s show even better. We can if we all do our 

part to get people to the show, the beauty of our flowers do the rest. 

  

Here are a few ideas and updates on where we stand as a chapter. Take a few of 

these promotional ideas and put them to work. The first week of May is a great time 

to start. 

  

1..We’ve been in touch with The Advertiser and once again they will be promoting 

our show in the community calendar with a one time article the week prior to show 

date. 

  

2..We now have 16 banners and Ryan and I will start putting them up starting the 

week of May 5th. See if you can find them as you drive around. If you have a 

strategic spot let me know and I’ll put one up for you. This year we’ll be expanding 

into some of the surrounding towns so keep that in mind. All banners will be taken 

down on Monday, May 21st. 

  

3..We’ll be on TV 3 and 10 morning shows and possibly on Meet Your Neighbor at 

noon the week prior to show Sunday. These have been hugely successful the past 

several years. Look for our smiling facings? Would you like to be on TV? Let us 

know. 

  

4..And how about this video spot from Delta Media. Holy Cow this is so fine. They 

will also run about 50 radio quick spots on the Saturday and Sunday of the show. A 

special thanks to my friend Charles Chatelain, President and owner of Delta Media 

for his continued support. 

  

Here is the link to the spot: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_mfXrNrIHdmJbrUFVoMtgZMMh5AUd0-f 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_mfXrNrIHdmJbrUFVoMtgZMMh5AUd0-f


 
 

Calling all Members!!  Be ready to volunteer on Saturday for 
Show Setup, on Sunday morning for Bloom Entry & Judging, and 
Sunday afternoon for the Show & Sale!!  Oh and don’t forget 

about “Pack ‘em up & Move ‘em out” time. 
 

Show Chairman – Connie Chauvin 
Plant & Floor Coordinator – Ryan Perry 

Head Table Coordinator – Carolyn Cormier-Stoute 
Judging Area Coordinators – Jennie Marcantel & Sandra Theall 

Membership/Raffle Coordinator – Ann Peltier 

Military/Veteran Plant Coordinator – Debbie McGovern 

Cashier Area Coordinators – Sandy Scheuermann & Connie Chauvin 
Hospitality (Kitchen) Coordinator – Craig Kimball 

 

Saturday 

Help will be needed in all areas, be prepared to help out anywhere and 

everywhere as needed until ALL is set up.  Plant shopping will take place 

after setup is complete. 

 

Sunday Morning 

After your blooms are entered be prepared to help out as Clerks (see 

Jennie or Sandra Theall) and Runners (see Connie or Ryan).   

 

Sunday Afternoon 

Eat lunch quick and try to be in gym no later than 12:30.  Runners will be 

needed to hustle the gold seal blooms to the gym floor after all judging is 

complete.  The cashiers will need to on alert to start checking people out 



before the doors open.  There will need to be people on the sales floor 

assisting customers and keeping the plants in neat and tidy order.  We 

will need a couple of people to keep track of shopping carts, periodically 

checking the parking areas and getting them back in circulation inside. 

All hands will be needed to get everything packed up, loaded, and moved 

out, including loading any leftover plants on the truck. 
 

Sounds like a lot of work?  It will be a lot of fun!! 

Come out and support your chapter!! 

 
 

 

 

Thanks to Connie 

Chauvin, we will have 

something extra for our 

military/veterans this 

year.  A chance to win 

this wonderful salute to 

their service! 





 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th

 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 
 

2018 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com 

Member Liaison ~ Tucker Plaisance ~ 985-856-5291 ~ tuckerplaisance@gmail.com 

Past President – Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 
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